
GARAGEBAND RECORDING TUTORIAL  
by Brent Gudenkauf 
 
 
 
1. First, open GarageBand™ by clicking on the guitar icon in the Dock. 
 

 
 
2. Second, make a new garageband™ music project or open an existing one. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Click on Track -> New Track 
 

 
 
4. Click on Real Instrument, then click on Create 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Click on what you will be recording (if you will be playing a guitar into a mic, select 
“guitars”, if you are talking into the mic, select “vocals” or “podcasting, and pick the 
corresponding selection. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
6. Now click on GarageBand -> Preferences. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. Click on Audio/MIDI tab 
 

 
 
8. Go to the “Audio Input” box and change it to your corresponding microphone. Make 
sure to say “Yes” when it asks if you want to change your audio driver. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



9. Close that and click on the “Real Instrument” track that you created in step 4. Now 
click on the “Record” button. 
 

 
 

 
 
10. Watch your track for a purple recording, and if your mic is set up right, you should 
see sound spikes in the line. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11. When you want to stop recording, click on the now red recording button. 
 

 
 
12. You may have to edit your system preferences if your mic does not work. Click on 
the Blue Apple at the top toolbar and click “System Preferences”. 
 

 
 
13. Click on the “Sound” button.  
 

 



14. Click on the “Input” tab. 
 

 
 
15. Select your microphone and I recommend turning your input volume all the way up. 
If you have done this right, you should see blue dots appearing on the bar. (see the blue-
box). 
 

 
 
16. Close System Preferences and try recording again. 


