Amnesty International at Arizona State University - West Campus
4701 W. Thunderbird Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85069

His Excellency Ayatollah Sayed 'Ali Khamenei
Leader of the Islamic Republic, The Presidency
Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Your Excellency,

I am writing this as part of several initiatives coordinated to commemorate the Second Annual World Day against
the death penalty organized by the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty. Given that there is a worldwide
trend towards universal abolition of the death penalty, I would strongly urge you to examine your country's
continued use of capital punishment and its human rights implications, especially with regard to juvenile offenders.

I am extremely concerned about Iran's active execution of juvenile offenders. In August 2004, Atefeh Rajabi, a 16-
year-old girl was executed for "acts incompatible with chastity." It has been reported that at her trial a lawyer did
not represent her and the judge made several critical remarks regarding the way she was dressed. Additionally,
there are reports that Rajabi was mentally ill when she committed the crime as well as during her trial proceedings.
Rajabi was publicly executed on August 15, 2004 by hanging. An unnamed man, who was also accused in the case,
was reportedly sentenced to 100 lashes. He was later released after the Rajabi?s sentence was carried out.

As you know, the execution of juveniles is a grave international human rights offence, which has drawn severe
criticism from the international community. It is a violation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party.

I am deeply troubled that Amnesty International has recorded 10 executions of child offenders in Iran since 1990,
including 3 in 2004. I strongly encourage the Iranian authorities to take immediate action to ensure that no more
child offenders are executed, as well as pass legislation that prevents the death penalty for offenders under the age
of 18.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this serious matter.

Sincerely,
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To the Arizona Congressional Delegation:

I am writing to express my concern over the situation in Northern Uganda and to urge you to use all of the
diplomatic tools at your disposal to stop the slaughter.

For the past 18 years the government of Uganda has been fighting against the rebel group known as the "Lord's
Resistance Army" (LRA).

In the past two years the conflict has escalated and the humanitarian situation has worsened with recent offenses by
the government of Uganda attacking LRA bases inside Sudan. This war continues in part because the LRA is
secretly harbored in southern Sudan, where they have established military training camps and receive regular
supplies from elements within the Sudanese government. As a result, the LRA frequently conduct cross border
attacks against civilians into northern Uganda.

More than 1.5 million people have been displaced, and UNICEF estimates that over 20,000 children have been
kidnapped by the LRA. The LRA abducts children mostly from Northern and Eastern Uganda and forces them to
serve as child soldiers and sex slaves. Thousands of children have become "night commuters", commuting to the
nearest town in search of safety and in order to escape the possibility of being kidnapped. Many of these children
sleep out in the open, unprotected from the elements and at risk of abuse and attack from other persons.

The Ugandan Government has made half-hearted attempts at achieving a peaceful resolution and is predominantly
focused on defeating the LRA militarily. After 17 years there is little security in the region. Further, the LRA
attacks earlier this year demonstrated that the Ugandan Peoples Defense Force (UPDF) cannot or will not even
protect internally displaced persons seeking safety in government established humanitarian centers. It is clearly
time for a new approach.

It is critical that the United States Government impress upon the Governments of Uganda and Sudan the need to
seriously prioritize the pursuit of nonmilitary options to resolve the conflict. The United States must also urge the
Ugandan government to assume a greater burden-sharing in dedicating resources to alleviating humanitarian
suffering associated with this conflict. In addition, the Sudanese Government must be urged to cut support and any
safe haven for the LRA. Each time the UPDF celebrates a successful attack on the LRA it is in fact celebrating the
slaughter of children.

I hope that you will do everything in your power to help save the children of northern Uganda.
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Faisal Al-Fayez His Majesty King Abdallah bin Hussein
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Office of H.M. the King

Office of the Prime Minister Royal Palace

PO Box 1577 Amman

Amman Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Your Majesty and Dear Prime Minister:

I am deeply concerned by the fate of more than 300,000 children who are engaged in armed conflict
worldwide. Children who are used as soldiers are exposed to the worst dangers and the most horrible
suffering, both psychological and physical. Many of these children have witnessed or taken part in acts of
violence, often against their own families or communities.

Your country played an important role in drawing international attention to this concern, when it co-
hosted the Amman Conference on the Use of Children as Soldiers, in April 2001. The declaration adopted
by the Conference, among other things, urges all states to ratify or accede to the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, without
reservations and declaring at least 18 years as the minimum age for all forms of voluntary recruitment.

The Protocol, which entered into force on 12 February 2002 and which your country signed on 6
September 2000, sends a clear message that any use of children in war is unacceptable.

I hope that your government will:

e ratify without reservations the Optional Protocol to the (UN) Convention on the Rights of the Child on
the involvement of children in armed conflict;

e adopt a minimum age of at least eighteen for voluntary recruitment, and stipulate this age in the
binding declaration to be made under article 3 of the Optional Protocol at the time of ratification;

e adopt whatever legislation is necessary to ensure that the international obligations arising from the
Optional Protocol are implemented in the laws of your country;

Yours sincerely,
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President Vicente Fox Quesada
Residencia Oficial de los Pinos
Puerta 1, Primer Piso

Colonia San Miguel
Chapultepec

11850 Mexico DF

Mexico

Dear President Vicente Fox Quesada

I am writing to express my concern regarding the abduction and killings of women in Ciudad Juérez and
Chihuahua and the failure of the competent authorities over the last 10 years to take effective action to
prevent, investigate and punish these crimes.

[ urge you to:

e ensure prompt, thorough, effective, coordinated and impartial investigations into all cases of
abductions and killings of women in Ciudad Juarez and Chihuahua

e cstablish an independent mechanism to urgently review cases where suspects have alleged torture

e recognize the dignity of the victims and the legitimacy of the relatives' efforts to obtain truth,
justice and reparations

Your government has stated that it is committed to promoting the protection of human rights at all levels.
These cases risk undermining the credibility of these commitments. I urge you therefore to fully
implement the necessary measures as a clear sign that these abductions and killings are not tolerated by
the Mexican authorities.

Yours Sincerely,
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Prime Minister Bajram Rexhepi
Government Building

Nene Tereze n.n., Pristine
Kosova (Serbia and Montenegro)

Dear Prime Minister,

I write to you today with great concern about what is happening to the girls in Kosovo who have been
trafficked into forced prostitution, as described in the recent report published by Amnesty International,
"So does that mean I have rights?" Protecting the human rights of women and girls trafficked for forced
prostitution in Kosovo.

I call on you today to take the necessary measures to ensure that the Ministry of Social Welfare and all
interested parties develop a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) to protect the rights of trafficked
children in accordance with the UNICEF Guidelines for Protections of the Rights of Children Victims of
Trafficking in Southeastern Europe.

I urge you to ensure that children are not detained by law enforcement authorities and that, in addition to
the appointment of competent legal counsel, they are appointed a legal guardian to protect their best
interests when necessary. Special measures should be taken to ensure that the best interest of the child lies
at the center of every decision that impacts trafficked children and that full account be taken of their
special vulnerabilities, rights and needs.

Additionally, I call on you to increase the training given to social workers in the Centers for Social Work
in order build up their capacity, expertise and ability to provide support to children who have been
trafficked. I urge you to do everything possible to incorporate the Optional Protocol [on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography] to the Children’s Convention into applicable law in
Kosovo .

I thank you for your consideration and would be most pleased to hear from you about the steps you take
to accomplish these goals.

Sincerely,
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Prime Minister Absalom Themba Dlamini
Prime Minister’s Office

PO Box 395

Mbabane, Swaziland

Dear Prime Minister:

I would like to express my concern regarding the high levels of domestic and sexual violence, and
pervasive economic, social and legal discrimination suffered by women and girls in Swaziland. The
HIV/AIDS pandemic has had a devastating impact on women and girls. The level of HIV infection among
pregnant women attending antenatal clinics in 2002 was 38.6 per cent and according to the United
Nations Development Program concluded in the same year “most cultural expectations and practices [in
Swaziland]...contribute to women’s vulnerability to HIV/AIDS”.

I welcome Swaziland’s recent ratification of the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) without reservations, and urge that, in the context of the
current constitutional reform process, its provisions are incorporated into national law and practice; urge
Swaziland to ratify the Optional Protocol to CEDAW.

Finally, I urge you to reform the sexual offences legislation to ensure that perpetrators of rape and other
forms of sexual violence can be brought to justice and complainants treated with dignity and respect.
Also, ensure that survivors of rape can have access to necessary medical treatment for HIV and other
sexually transmitted infections.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
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Wen Jiabao Zongli
Guowuyuan

9 Xihuangchenggenbeijie
Beijingshi 100032
People's Republic of China

Your Excellency:

In view of the Chinese government's acknowledgment of the serious threat of HIV/AIDS in
China, I am perplexed as to why the government continues to restrict the legitimate activities of
HIV/AIDS workers and to use vaguely defined "state secrets" laws to persecute them, in an
apparent attempt to prevent publication of important information about the extent of HIV/AIDS in
China.

| respectfully call on your government to put an end to its abusive use of state secrets laws and
to ensure that all HIV/AIDS workers, journalists and others are allowed to carry out their

legitimate activities without fear of intimidation, harassment or arbitrary detention.

Sincerely,
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Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa

K1A 0A2

Dear Prime Minister:

| urge the Government of Canada to ensure sustainable funding to help stop violence against

Indigenous women.

In particular, adequate funding must be committed to:

o establishing a national hotline and registry so that police and frontline organizations across Canada
have comprehensive and up to date information on reports of missing women.

e collecting and analyzing statistical data to identify critical factors contributing to violence against
Indigenous women in Canada

e educating police, justice officials and others to ensure effective action is taken to stop violence
against Indigenous women

Sincerely,
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Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa

K1A 0A2

Send letters, postcards and petitions to the Government of Canada and to one or more of the
other three governments that have played a critical role in the debate around the draft
Declaration — Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States of America. Write in your own

words, making the following points:

1. Effective international standards are urgently needed to help ensure that the human rights of

Indigenous peoples are recognized, protected and promoted in every region of the world.

2. Adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is a vital first

step towards addressing this need.

3. All states should commit to working closely with Indigenous peoples' organizations to ensure
that, before the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People ends this December, real

progress is made towards the adoption of a strong and effective Declaration.

4. To ensure that the Declaration sets a strong and effective minimum standard, states should

commit to the following basic principles:

e The standards in the Declaration must apply equally and fully to all states. States should not seek
to insert text such as "subject to national legislation" which would allow national laws and policies
to take precedence over the standards set by the Declaration.

e The Declaration must build on established rights and their progressive interpretation. States should
not support text that would in any way lower the standard for the protection of Indigenous peoples'
rights.

e The Declaration must not entrench discrimination against Indigenous peoples. States should
oppose text that would impose unique and arbitrary restrictions on Indigenous peoples' enjoyment
of recognized universal human rights, such as the already-established right to self-determination.
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The Honourable Pierre Pettigrew
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Lester B. Pearson Building

125 Sussex Drive

Tower A, 10th Floor

Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0G2

The Honourable Alexander Downer
Minister for Foreign Affairs

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
R.G. Casey Building,

John McEwen Crescent,

Barton, ACT, 0221

Australia

The Right Honourable Jack Straw

Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

King Charles Street

London, SW1A 2AH

United Kingdom

The Honorable Colin L. Powell
Secretary of State

US Department of State

2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520

USA



