NAME: ______________________________________________ January 23, 2007
Work with one partner (no others). The point of this quiz is to help you get action research straight in your head.  Notice that there are three kinds of questions: 1) those you write, 2) those you discuss, and 3) those you personally reflect upon. Please put all fill-in-the-blank answers in bold. E-mail your document to Rillero@asu.edu before midnight tonight. Each person should have a separate document (even if answers are the same). If you have trouble with e-mail it is okay to have your partner submit the document.

Action Research Chapter 1 Define AR

1. The text opens with the idea that action research (AR) is a “wonderfully uncomfortable” place to be – what does this mean? 

2. Traditional scientific researchers with a positivistic view proceed with the assumption that:

3. What is the goal of traditional educational research and why might it not work in educational settings? 

4. Traditional researchers try to control __________________ to test a ____________________.

5. Action researchers _________________ and _____________ these complications rather than trying to control them. Action researchers are committed to ______________________ and _________________ ______ ______ _________________ based on their findings rather than being satisfied with merely reporting their conclusion. 

6. Current legislation like No Child Left Behind profoundly changed education. What does AR give teachers to help them prove they are meeting legislative demands? 

7. So far we’ve looked at the difference between Traditional and Action Research (see Box 1-1). Another way research is categorized is by the methods used. How do researchers decide which method (quantitative and qualitative) to use? Is it possible to use both?  Explain.

8. Practical AR has a “how to” approach. What does this assume? 
9. AR is about developing a professional disposition. What does this mean and why is it important?

10. AR is also about becoming reflective. What does it mean to develop a reflective stance? Why is reflection so important to teachers? What is the BIG GOAL it leads us to?  

11. REFLECTION QUESTION (Do not write an answer): We all have naive theories about teaching that come from the media, teachers we have had, and our everyday experiences and these theories influence what we do in our classroom. Take a minute and ponder where your theories come from. Do you use what you know or do you gain insight from research? Many teachers feel that research is not relevant, practical, or applicable to what they do in their classroom. They see this as another reason to do AR because it challenges us to look at our beliefs.
12. Our personal theories are difficult to change because they come from what we have personally experienced and seen modeled for us (remember your reflections from #11). As an action researcher you will be asked to challenge your taken-for-granted assumptions about teaching. What does this mean and why is this important even at this stage in your career?

13. Action research is just a “fad”. Defend or counter this claim.

14. How is everyday teaching and planning like AR? 
15. If you are to realistically incorporate AR into your teaching you must consider a few things (see pages 14-15 and checklist 1-1). With your partner discuss these ideas. (No need to write.)
16. Look at the diagram Mills provides as his conception of action research on page 19 and discuss it with your partner. (No need to write.)

17. Suppose the students in your class are not progressing in essay writing as you hoped. Using the four steps in the AR process described in Chapter 1, sketch out what you might do systematically to examine this issue. Box 1-4 on page 19 provides a good structure to use. 



















