Name:

Partner:

I read almost all of  Chapter 3 and 4 of Mills this semester prior to coming to class.

  ______Yes   _______ No

It was obvious from my interactions with my partner that he/she read almost all of  Chapter 3 and 4 of Mills this semester prior to coming to class.

  ______Yes   _______ No

Chapter 3 Data Collection Techniques

Work TOGETHER. The key to this quiz is to help you get action research straight in your head.  Notice that there are three kinds of questions: 1) those you write, 2) those you discuss, and 3) those you personally reflect upon. Most people use a combination of this sheet and a supplementary sheet of paper.

1. Out of all the data collected, which one do you feel is most pertinent for James Rockford’s action research project? Explain why. 
2. The decision of what data to collect is determined by the XXXXXX 

3. There is no recipe for how data will be collected. So you as an action researcher must determine how data will contribute to:

a. 

b. 

4. Look at the qualitative data collection ideas on the bottom of page 51 and the top of page 52. Think about which ones might be useful for your project and why you would use them. You do not have to write an answer.
5. We as action researchers seek to answer the question: XXXXXX It’s not a mysterious quest but an attempt to collect data that increases our understanding of XXXXXX 

6. What is triangulation and why do action researchers use it?

7. What are field notes? Why are they written and what do they contain?

8. What is a major challenge in conducting a structured interview? 

9. What is a focus group? When would you use one?

10. What is the major advantage/disadvantage of an interview compared to a questionnaire? 

11. If you are interested in students’ attitudes, perceptions, and beliefs what data collection method should you use?

12. Read question #3 on page 72. Complete a triangulation matrix for your proposed project. 
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Chapter 4 Data Collection Considerations

1. Define validity.

2. Wolcott created eight criteria for action researcher’s to achieve validity in their work. Think about these and check 3-4 you may use in your project.

	
	Talk little, listen a lot
	
	Record observations accurately

	
	Begin writing early
	
	Let readers “see” for themselves

	
	Report fully
	
	Be candid

	
	Seek feedback
	
	Write accurately


3. Define reliability.

4.  Define generalizability. 

5. Personal bias is a challenge to researchers. Explain what this means and how will you guard against it in your data collection. 

