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What is Arizona High School Town Hall?
Arizona High School Town Hall is an opportunity for high school students from around the State of Arizona to come together and exhibit civic leadership by exploring and creating solutions to various issues concerning education. In addition, students learn about college life such as enrollment procedures, scholarship and financial aid information, engage in student-life activities, and experience dorm living on a college campus. After a full day of crafting solutions and experiencing college life students convene the following morning to create consensus on the various agenda topics and help craft a final report to be presented to education, business, and political leaders. 

Registration
Students will need to register in the Community Center of the Las Casas dorms on ASU’s West campus. Registration will be from 7:00 to 8:00 on January 30, 2007. At 8:00 all Arizona High School Town Hall participants will matriculate to LaSala Ballroom A.
A link below has been provided for a map of the campus buildings (please note it fails to show Thunderbird Rd. which is just north of the university).  

http://www.west.asu.edu/aboutasuw/bldgsmap.html
Parking

We ask students providing their own transportation to park at the Las Casas dorms. Upon registration you will receive a parking pass to place in your vehicle. (See included map for further instructions). Buses, Vans, or parents/teachers if you are dropping your student(s) off please pull through the ASU dorm parking lot and drop them off at the front gate of Las Casas dorms. There will be someone out front to direct them to registration. Buses and Vans will need to park in lot 3 south of the Fletcher Library. See attached link for map and directions. 

Dress Code

Students are asked to dress appropriately for the event. While we want you to be comfortable, we also ask that you maintain a manner of professionalism. There will be a formal sit down dinner January 30th. We ask that you dress nice for this occasion. See “Business Attire” below for suggestions. In addition, students will have the opportunity to engage in physical and leisure activities. See “Basic Attire” below for suggestions. Students here are some things you should think about bringing for your stay here:
· Sleeping bag or blankets, a sleeping pad and pillow. 

· Personal hygiene necessities including but not limited to toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, soap, shampoo and conditioner. 

· Towel 

· Sweatshirt (surprisingly the desert can get a bit chilly at night)

· Comfortable clothing for sleep. 

Please understand that space is limited and while we want you to be comfortable during your stay we ask that you bring only the necessities so that we can keep all of the participants comfortable. 

BUSINESS ATTIRE:
Appropriate for Conference 
Males:
    Dress slacks, dress shirt, socks, belt, and tie (optional).  No hats.
Females: Skirt suit, dress, skirts, coordinated skirt and blouse, coordinated dress slacks 


    and shirt, hose. Nylons are optional with dress slacks.   No hats.
BASIC ATTIRE:  Appropriate for leisure time spent outside of conference.

Males:
   Slacks (cotton slacks, denim, or cords), shorts, shirt (cotton, 
   chapter tee-shirt, or a shirt made of tee-shirt material with a collar), 
   or sweater.  NO sweats, hats, tank tops, sleeveless tee-shirts, or tee-shirts    

  without a collar.
Females: Slacks (cotton slacks, denim, or cords), skirt, shorts, blouse or shirt 
   (cotton, chapter tee-shirt or a shirt made of tee-shirt material with a collar), 
   or sweater. NO sweats, hats, sleeveless tee-shirts or tee-shirts without a   

  collar, tank tops or halter tops.
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Arizona High School Town Hall At A Glance

January 30, 2007

7:00 – 8:15
Student Registration – Las Casas Dorms

Continental Breakfast – Las Casas Dorms

8:15 – 8:45
Opening Ceremony – La Sala A Ballroom


Introduction from Dr. Greg Hickman



Introduction from Dr. Marjorie Zatz

Introduction to Keynote Speaker – Dr. Greg Hickman

Keynote Speaker – Dr. Mari Koerner

9:00 – 10:30
Breakout Session 1 – Cinnamon Buns and Bagels w/cream cheese served
Group A (UCB 262) - “Why do Students Dropout of High School?”



Facilitator – Mr. Brian Owin

Group B (UCB 264) - “Challenges of Being a High School Student in
   Arizona?

Facilitator – Ms. Erin Hart
Group C (UCB 266) - “Creating a Political, Educational, and Business 



              Connection”

Facilitator – Mr. Michael Rivera

Group D (UCB 261) - “Creating a High School”

Facilitator – Dr. Randy Heinrich

10:30 – 10:45
Break

10:45 – 12:15 
Breakout Session 2

Group D (UCB 261) - “Why do Students Dropout of High School?”



Facilitator – Mr. Brian Owin

Group A (UCB 262) - “Challenges of Being a High School Student in  



   Arizona?

Facilitator – Ms. Erin Hart

Group B (UCB 264) - “Creating a Political, Educational, and Business 


              Connection”

Facilitator – Mr. Michael Rivera

Group C (UCB 266) - “Creating a High School”

Facilitator – Dr. Randy Heinrich

12:15 – 1:15
Lunch  - La Sala A Ballroom



Sandwiches made with premium meats and cheeses and the fresh 

vegetables. Each Sandwich comes with a bag of chips, fresh baked cookie, and canned soda or bottled water.
1:15 – 2:15
Arizona State at the West Campus – Campus Tour 

Enjoy a campus tour on foot guided by a member of the student organization, Devils’ Advocates.  Your tour guide will show you the growing, dynamic campus with visits to the ASU Bookstore, Fletcher Library, Diablo Performance & Recreation Center, and Technopolis, as well as highlight student life, the colleges and campus dining.

2:15 – 2:30
Break

2:30 – 4:00
Breakout Session 3 – Popcorn & Pretzels served
Group C (UCB 266) - “Why do Students Dropout of High School?”



Facilitator – Mr. Brian Owin

Group D (UCB 261) - “Challenges of Being a High School Student in  



   Arizona?

Facilitator – Ms. Erin Hart

Group A (UCB 262) - “Creating a Political, Educational, and Business 



  Connection”

Facilitator – Mr. Michael Rivera

Group B (UCB 264) - “Creating a High School”

Facilitator – Dr. Randy Heinrich

4:00 – 5:00
Student Activity - University Information Session 

(CLCC 246)
Discover everything ASU has to offer!  During the University Information Session, an Admissions Counselor will inform you about admission requirements, academic programs, financial aid, scholarships, student resources, and more.  Review actual personal statements as mock scholarship committees and discover the key components to writing a successful statement.

5:00 – 5:30
Student Activity - Application Workshop for High School Seniors



(CLCC 204)
High school seniors who have not yet applied to the university are encouraged to attend an application workshop.  Complete your university application with an Admissions Counselor and take your next setup to becoming a Sun Devil!

5:00 – 6:30 
Students back to dorms – prep for dinner

6:30 – 7:30
Dinner – LaSala Ballroom A


Southwestern Chcken: Marinated chicken breast stuffed with Pepper Jack 

Cheese and Red Peppers. Served with a Chipotle Cream Sauce. Accompanied with Roasted Red Potatoes and Chef’s selection of Seasonal Vegetables.



Introduction of Keynote Speaker – Dr. Greg Hickman



Key Note Speaker – Ms. Courtney Klein

7:30 – 9:00
Student Activities -  Mr. Keith Munson, Director

Be a Devil and join the Diablo Performance and 

Recreation Center in playing “Glow in the Dark” Flag Football, Sand-
Devil Volleyball and Sand-Devil Dodgeball.  Games will be taking place during this timeframe at the campus multifield outdoor facilities next to Sands Building. This area includes a football field, 2- Sand Volleyball Courts and 2 Basketball Courts.  Play in one or play in all!

January 31, 2007 

7:00 – 7:45 
Continental Breakfast – Las Casas Dorms

7:45 – 8:00 
Matriculation to LaSala Ballroom A

Dr. Greg Hickman – Updates and Instructions
8:00 – 9:30
Breakout Session 4

Group D (UCB 261) - “Why do Students Dropout of High School?”



Facilitator – Mr. Brian Owin, 

Group A  (UCB 262) - “Challenges of Being a High School Student in  



    Arizona?

Facilitator – Ms. Erin Hart

Group B (UCB 264) - “Creating a Political, Educational, and Business 



  Connection”

Facilitator – Mr. Michael Rivera

Group C (UCB 266) - “Creating a High School”

Facilitator – Dr. Randy Heinrich, 

9:30 – 9:45
Break

9:45 – 11:30
Closing Consensus – La Sala Ballroom A
Facilitator – Dr. Randy Heinrich, Katie Hernandez, & Katie Munsch
11:30 – 12:00
Introduction to Closing Keynote Speaker – Dr. Greg Hickman



Closing Keynote Speaker – Dr. LuoLuo Hong, Dean of Student Affairs



Closing Remarks – Dr. Greg Hickman

12:00 

Dismissal

Arizona High School Town Hall Topics of Discussion

Receiving a high school diploma has become increasingly more important in recent years than it ever has before. It is now necessary to have a diploma, or an equivalent, to enroll in higher education or to become employed in anything but the most basic of entry level employment. Those who drop out of high school run a greater risk of unemployment, earning lower wages than graduates, living in poverty, and receiving public assistance. Indeed, dropouts cost society through consumption of public assistance and lower tax revenues. It is estimated that dropouts from the Class of 2000 cost taxpayers and the government over four billion dollars. 

In Arizona, surveys and interviews have been the principle means for gathering the data concerning reasons for dropout rates.  Studies on dropouts in the Southwest determined that students leave school for many reasons (i.e., dislike of school, poor academic performance, employment, marriage, conflict with teachers or administration, need to lend support to family, home responsibilities, pregnancy, and suspension/expulsion). Gender specific, males are more likely to drop out of school due to difficulties with teachers/administrators, suspension/expulsion, and financial responsibilities while females are more likely to drop out because of marriage or pregnancy.

1. What are the major reasons why students drop out of Arizona high schools? What solutions can be incorporated by political, education, business, and community leaders to resolve the reasons why students drop out of high school? How might a nexus of these leaders come together to reduce high school dropouts in Arizona?

Becoming a teenager is a transforming time of life.  It is a time when teenagers begin exploring new ideas and searching to find their identity. During this time period, teenagers feel pressure to “fit in” and/or have a need for acceptance, approval, and belonging. As time spent with parents becomes less and less, becoming connected with ones peers, school, and society becomes all important. In addition, the stress of academics studies can be overwhelming in school. Many parents and teachers hold academic expectations that students may find unrealistic. Along with rapid hormonal changes and heightened emotionality comes the pressure of dating and relationships. Biologically driven for sexual relationships, teenagers may encounter a new threat in their life, sexually transmitted diseases. 

Along with the aforementioned, teenagers experience pressure to go to college and pick a career. This pressure is related to the fact that many students cannot afford college, do not feel they are smart enough to attend and succeed at college, compare themselves to other students, and/or do not have any family members who have experienced the rigors of college. Include biological changes of life, lessened communications with family members, increased pressure for relationships, heightened peer pressure, and various educational, political, and community leaders expressing the importance of academics it is no wonder this time of life is very stressful. 
2. What are the major challenges and concerns of being a high school student in Arizona? What solutions can be incorporated by political, education, business, and community leaders to resolve these challenges and concerns? How might a nexus of these leaders come together to address solutions for the challenges and concerns of being a high school student in Arizona?

Studies have shown that teachers hold higher expectations of students whose parents they see involved at school.  In addition, children whose parents are involved at the school often have higher grades and standardized test scores and attend better schools. Especially, minority and low-income children. Conversely, high school students experiencing lack of parent involvement are more likely to drop out.  Parents involved with their children’s schooling receive added benefits as well.  They develop more positive attitudes toward the school, become more active in community affairs, develop increased self-confidence, and enroll in other educational programs. Interestingly, parental involvement can benefit all students at a school, regardless of whether the student experiences their own or another parent’s involvement. 

There are three main barriers to parent involvement: attitudes and abilities of parents; work and poor health; and attitudes, knowledge, and skills of teachers and administrators. Some parent’s feel that educating children is the role of teachers, not parents. Other parents simply do not value education, and therefore do not emphasize its importance to their children.  Further, some parents have language barriers that prevent involvement with teachers and administrators. Finally, but not exhaustive, many minority parents lacking in English skills are distrustful of paperwork and forms needed to enroll their children into school and the politics of the local community and business leaders surrounding the schools. 

3. How can Arizona’s political leaders establish family involvement in Arizona’s high schools? How might a nexus of political, education, business, and community leaders entrench parents in their adolescent’s educational endeavors?

School and class sizes are among the top issues that are currently being addresses in the United States. With the average class sizes ranging from 25 to 35 students per teacher educators and families are wondering if such large sizes are impeding their child’s education.  In terms of overall school size affecting the student’s educational success, current research demonstrates that a smaller school size is more beneficial than a larger school. From just enrollment numbers there are multiple facets that are affected including, quality of curriculum, behavior, academic achievement, drop outs, and overall attitudes towards the school. 

Quality of curriculum was thought to be better in larger schools because they could offer a wider variety of classes, but in fact although there are a greater number of classes, few students take these options. In smaller schools that have a more limited spectrum, they find that more students are taking a wider variety compared to students in a larger school setting. Smaller schools have fewer incidences of negative interactions than in larger schools. Also low SES groups and ethnic minorities showed the greatest positive outcomes in social behaviors.  Drop out rates in smaller schools are far below the national average and larger school setting. Finally, it appears that students in smaller schools have better personal and academic self-regard, feel less alienated, and have higher levels of confidence, self-esteem, and motivation.     

4. You have been given the opportunity to create a high school. You have been asked by political, education, and community leaders to present how and why you created this school. In your answers explain how you hired administrators, teachers, size of school, size of classes, curriculum, discipline strategies, methods of identifying those in danger of academic and discipline problems, intervention and remediation methods for students in danger of academic and disciplinary problems, methods to create an enjoyable school atmosphere, etc. 

